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Landmark Supreme Court Cases
Civil Liberties and Rights
Directions: Know the basic facts, constitutional question, decision/reasoning of each of these cases – and especially what precedent the case set!
Freedom of Religion

Engel v. Vitale (1962)*
Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)
Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)*
Wallace v. Jaffree (1985)
Freedom of Speech/Expression

Schenck v. United States (1919)*
Gitlow v. New York (1925) [14th Amendment/incorporation doctrine]

West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette (1943)
Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)*
New York Times v. United States (1971)*
Miller v. California (1973)
Texas v. Johnson (1989)

Defendants’ Rights

Ex parte Milligan (1866)
Weeks v.United States (1914)

Powell v. Alabama (1932)
Mapp v. Ohio (1961)
Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)
Miranda v. Arizona (1966)
Gregg v. Georgia (1976)
Privacy Rights

Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)
Terry v. Ohio (1968)
Roe v. Wade (1973)*
New Jersey v. T.L.O.  (1985)

Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992)

Civil Rights

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954)*
Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964)

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
Freedom to Bear Arms

McDonald v. Chicago (2010)*

*you need to know all cases for this course, but those with an asterisk are specifically mentioned by the college board as being need to know cases for the exam (this list is not exclusive – others are mentioned in the unit study guide sheets)
